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NATIONAL & ZONAL RESEARCH PRIORITIES 
 
1.0 Introduction: About DRD 
The Division of Research and Development (DRD) of the Ministry of Agriculture Food 
Security and Cooperatives (MAFC) is the leading National Agricultural Research System 
(NARS) institution in Tanzania with the mandate to oversee all matters related to agricultural 
research. It comprises a network of sixteen agricultural research centers located in seven 
agro-ecological zones. The research centers include Ilonga, KATRIN, Dakawa, Kibaha, 
Mlingano and Mikocheni (Eastern Zone); Makutupora and Hombolo (Central Zone); 
Ukiriguru and Maruku (Lake Zone); Selian and HORTI-Tengeru (Northern Zone); Naliendele 
(Southern Zone); Uyole and Kifyulilo (Southern Highlands Zone) and Tumbi (Western Zone). 
At the national level, the DRD is composed of three functional sections for research 
coordination (Crop, Special Programs and Farming Systems & Socio-Economics and 5 
supporting units (Planning and Evaluation; Information and Documentation; Procurement; 
Accounts; and Human Resources Management).   
 
The main functions of the DRD are (i) to conduct and co-ordinate agricultural research 
programs in Tanzania in accordance with the national agricultural policy and research 
priorities; (ii) to recommend the use of research findings; (iii) in collaboration with extension 
services, to make sure that the research recommendations reach the farming community, 
especially smallholder farmers; and (iv) to collaborate with other related national, regional 
and international research institutions for mutual benefits.    

 
2.0 National Agricultural Research Priorities 
In order to conduct cost effective, demand-driven and client-oriented research, the DRD has 
identified research priorities through a participatory process which involved stakeholders at 
zonal level. The last zonal priority-setting exercise was conducted in 2008. The zonal 
priorities were then combined using a set of criteria to develop the national crop-commodity 
research priorities. These priorities have changed once in the last ten years; the changes 
occur depending on biophysical and socio economic conditions in the seven R&D zones of 
Tanzania.  
 
Along with the commodity priorities, there are national priority research themes and activities 
that are classified under the Crops, Natural Resources Management (known as the Special 
Programs within MAFC), the Farming Systems/Socio-economics research programs and 
related cross-cutting issues. Priority research themes are based on prevailing agricultural 
production constraints across the country. The national crop research priority commodities 
and corresponding priority research themes are outlined under items 2.1-2.4. 
 
2.1 Crop Commodity Priorities 
 
2.1.1 Priority One 

Maize, rice, tomatoes, cassava, beans sorghum, sunflower, groundnuts, sweet 
potato, banana and cashewnut 

 
2.1.2 Priority Two 

Cabbage, onions, cotton, mangoes, citrus indigenous vegetable, pineapple, pigeon-
pea, avocado, sesame, cowpea, sugarcane, pearl millet, wheat, apple, spices, 
passion, round potato, chick pea, coconut, sisal and grapes. 
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2.1.3 Priority Three 
Pears, carrots, pyrethrum, finger millet, peppers, oil palm, soybean, green gram, 
mushroom, lab-lab bean, cocoa, barley, cucurbits, pawpaw, safflower, yams and 
Bambara-nut. 

 
2.2 Priority Research Themes for Commodity Crops 
 
2.2.1 Breeding for Improved Crop Varieties: Conservation and utilization of indigenous 

germplasm; breeding for high yielding and acceptable varieties, resistant/tolerant to 
biotic and abiotic stresses with an added value of high quality nutrients; and breeding 
of crop varieties with ready market. 

 
2.2.2 Agronomic practices under rain fed and irrigated farming: Appropriate use of 

fertilizers (types, rates and methods for both organic and inorganic); planting time, 
methods and patterns; studies on interactions and effects of various management 
techniques on crop performance. 

 
2.2.3 Crop protection in the field and stores: Pest control; participatory development of 

plant protection technologies; control of nematodes and weevils in bananas; 
appropriate use of insecticides. 

 
2.2.4 Processing and packaging: Develop processing and packaging technologies; 

develop post-harvest technologies and minimize transportation losses. 
 
2.2.5 Technology transfer to stakeholders: Strengthen research-extension-farmer 

linkages; improvement of the availability of research information; development of 
better ways of disseminating technologies. 

 
2.2.6 Biotechnology: Strengthen the capacity for biotechnology research and its 

applications in crop improvement; e.g. tissue culture and marker-assisted selection 
and disease identification.   

 
 
2.3 Priority Research Themes for Natural Resources Management Research 

(Special Program) 
 
2.3.1 Soil fertility and conservation farming: Soil fertility mapping, soil and water 

conservation; efficient use of water.   
 
2.3.2 Processing and packaging: Develop technologies for processing and packaging, 

develop post-harvest technologies; from harvesting, transportation, storage and 
marketing. 

 
2.3.3 Use of draft animals and technologies: Development and testing of implements 

for tillage, planting, weeding, transportation and harvesting; and development and 
improvement of conservation farming implements.  
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2.4 Priority Research Themes for Farming Systems and Socio-Economic 
Research 
The program performs a series of activities including: classifying and analyzing client 
groups to enhance research targeting; providing a systems orientation to research; 
enhancing coordination with various stakeholders including extension; promoting 
farmer participation in all stages of research; monitoring, analyzing and documenting 
dissemination and adoption of technologies; preparing farm budgets; providing 
information concerning the impact of technologies and return to research investment 
and analyzing institutional and policy-induced constraints to technology development 
at farm level. 

 
3.0 Zonal Research Priorities 
The stakeholders in the zones set research priorities for commodity and research themes in 
the zones based on agreed criteria. Research is carried out in three research programs 
namely Crops, Special and Socio-economics. The research covers both on-farm and on-
station research. Lists of research priorities (commodities and research themes) for all 
seven R&D zones are shown in Table 1 (even through the livestock research activities are 
under a different ministry, namely, the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries Development, the 
process of setting zonal priorities encompasses both agricultural and livestock sub-sectors 
and as such these lists include livestock research commodity programs and themes).     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 1: Zonal Research Priorities 
Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Central 
[Dodoma, 
Singida] 

Makutopora 
(Zonal HQ), 
Hombolo 

CROPS 
Maize, Sunflower, 
Sorghum, Pearl 
Millet, Groundnuts 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous Cattle, 
Goats, Chicken, 
Sheep 
 

CROPS 
Cowpeas, 
Chickpeas, 
Pigeon peas, 
Sweet potatoes, 
Grapevine, 
Cassava, Rice, 
Common/Phaseo
lus beans, 
Onions, 
Tobacco, 
Tomatoes, 
Sesame, Cotton 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Pigs, Donkey, 
Ducks, Guinea 
Fowl, Dairy cattle 

      
 
     N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Evaluate and introduce 
different improved crop 
technologies for stakeholder 
consumption. 
2. Produce and introduce 
improved crops seed for the 
farming community. 
3. Improve crop markets and 
marketing information 
systems 
4. Improve storage systems 
(shelf life), processing and 
alternative uses of different 
crops  
  
LIVESTOCK 
1. Control of various livestock 
diseases and parasites. 
2. Improve shelf life of various 
livestock products through 
processing. 
3. Improve availability of 
markets and market 
information to different 
stakeholders. 
4. Improve distribution of 
different livestock breeds and 
sub-types 
 
 
 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Improve information 
systems in agricultural 
research for different 
stakeholders  
2. Improve soil fertility 
and soil water 
management  
3. Crop protection (pests 
and disease control) in 
the field and in storage 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Improve the 
distribution of different 
livestock technologies on 
forages and forage 
seeds. 
2. Identify and conserve 
improved livestock 
breeds and sub-types. 
3. Improve livestock 
husbandry practices. 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Environmental 
management in  
relation to crop 
production.  
2. Identify and 
develop the 
storage of 
improved seed. 
3. Improve 
indigenous 
technology in the 
control of crop pests 
and diseases. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Improve 
strategies and 
technologies of 
livestock feeding. 
2. Improve 
marketing 
information 
systems. 
3. Identify and 
improve different 
types of livestock. 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Eastern 
[Morogoro, 
DSM, 
Coast/Pwani, 
Tanga]  
 

Ilonga-Kilosa 
(Zonal HQ), 
KATRIN-
Ifakara, 
Dakawa-
Morogoro, 
Mikocheni-
DSM, Kibaha-
Pwani, 
Mlingano-
Tanga  

CROPS 
Maize, Rice, 
Cassava, 
Sugarcane, 
Sorghum, Cotton, 
Phaseolus Bean, 
Coffee 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous 
chicken, 
Indigenous cattle, 
Indigenous goat 
 

CROPS 
Banana, 
Cowpeas, 
Coconut, Sisal, 
Pineapple, 
Pigeon peas, 
Tea, Sweet 
potato 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Dairy cattle, 
Sheep, Pig 
 
 

CROPS 
Green gram, 
Cashew, Green 
peas, Groundnut 
Oranges, 
Sesame, 
Mangoes, 
Sunflower, 
Passion fruits  
 
LIVESTOCK 
Pasture, Dog, 
Donkey, Duck, 
Dairy goat 

CROPS 
1. Control of pests and 
diseases during production 
and storage of stored 
products  
2. Improve, increase and 
distribute recommended 
improved seed of 
conventional crops and 
production of introduced 
ones 
3. Improve soil fertility and 
soil and water conservation  
4. Improve production 
technologies in irrigated 
areas  
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Controlling livestock 
parasites and diseases 
(Diseases, parasites, 
predators) 
2. Improving livestock 
nutrition and pasture 
production 
3. Improving good livestock 
husbandry practices and 
infrastructure 
4. Supervising and 
improving livestock 
marketing system and 
capital 
 

CROPS 
1. Assess and improve of 
utilization, conservation 
and processing of crop 
produce technologies 
2. Innovate appropriate 
agricultural implements 
for small scale farmers  
3. Improve research and 
extension services 
4. Improve 
recommended agronomic 
practices 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Enhancing and 
improving utilization of 
improved technologies, 
processing and 
preservation of livestock 
products 
2. Enhancing utilization 
of research and 
extension services 
3. Improving livestock 
production which adhere 
to environmental 
degradation 
4. Improving utilization of 
drought power 
 

CROPS 
1. Assess and 
improve utilization 
of various 
technologies 
geared to increase 
crop production 
2. Improve crop-
livestock interaction 
3. Assess and 
improve crop 
markets and capital 
systems 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Assess and 
improve livestock 
production systems 
in urban areas  
2. Inventorizing and 
improving livestock 
production 
(Artificial 
insemination, low 
genetic potential, 
conception rate, 
failure to 
inventorize 
indigenous 
livestock) 
3. Improving crop-
livestock 
interaction. 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Lake 
[Kagera, Mara, 
Mwanza, 
Shinyanga] 

Ukiriguru-
Mwanza 
(Zonal HQ), 
Maruku-
Bukoba 

CROPS 
Maize, Banana, 
Sorghum, Cotton, 
Sweet potato, 
Rice, Cassava, 
Beans, Coffee 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous cattle, 
Indigenous goat, 
Indigenous 
chicken, Dairy 
cows,  
Sheep, Improved 
chicken, Pigs 

CROPS 
Tomato, 
Sunflower,  
Groundnut, 
Chickpea, Finger 
millet, Green 
gram, Vanilla, 
Sugarcane,  
Millet,  Cabbage, 
Bambara nut, 
Pineapple  
 
LIVESTOCK 
Dairy goat, 
Ducks, Rabbit,  
Donkey 

CROPS 
Irish potato, 
Onions, Avocado, 
Tea, Vegetables,  
Soybean, 
Mushroom 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Horse, Pigeon, 
Water buffalo  

AGRICULTURE 
1. Improve soil fertility and 
conservation. 
2. Control crop pests 
(disease, insects, weeds). 
3. Improve market channels. 
4. Improve adoption and 
utilization of improved 
technologies  
5. Reduce impacts of 
drought and floods. 
6. Improve quality seed 
production systems. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Improve livestock and 
livestock products market 
2. Improve land use and 
pastures 
3. Improve adoption and 
utilization of new 
technologies 
4. Control of livestock pests 
and diseases 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Improve land use. 
2. Improve base line data 
system  
3. Improve crop 
processing and storage 
4. Improve linkages with 
other agriculture sector 
stakeholders 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Improve water 
availability 
2. Improve livestock 
genetic pool 
3. Improve livestock 
nutrition 
4. Improve processing 
and storage of livestock 
products 
 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Improve farm 
implements and 
adapt them in the 
prevailing farming 
conditions 
2. Improve crop 
livestock 
interactions. 
3. Improve loan 
and input 
availability network 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Improve crop-
livestock interaction 
2. Improve animal 
drawn implements 
and their utilization 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Northern 
[Arusha, 
Kilimanjaro, 
Manyara, 
Lushoto 
District 
(Tanga)] 

Selian-Arusha 
(Zonal HQ), 
HORTI-
Tengeru, 
Arusha  
 

CROPS 
Phaseolus beans, 
Maize,  
Pigeon peas 
Onions, Sunflower 
Banana, Wheat, 
Cabbages 
Lima bean, 
Mangoes, Finger 
millet, Cassava, 
Sweet potato, 
Barley, Safflower, 
Tomatoes, Carrot 
Irish potatoes, 
Sorghum, Rice,  
Cowpeas, Coffee, 
Spices 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous cattle, 
Indigenous goats 
Sheep 
Donkey, Chicken 
Dairy cows 
 
 

CROPS 
Green gram, 
Flowers, African 
eggplant, Sweet 
peppers, 
Broccoli, Pepper, 
Tea 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Pigs, Broiler  
 

CROPS 
Coconut, 
Pineapple, Water 
melon, Peas, 
Soybean, Garden 
peas, Sesame, 
Bulrush millet, 
Okra, Pumpkin, 
Zucchini, Baby 
carrot, Baby corn, 
Cauliflower, 
Cucumber, Sisal, 
Eggplant, Radish, 
Paprika, Avocado, 
Pears, Mushroom, 
Fresh bean, 
Haricot beans, 
Jatropha 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Ducks, Camel, 
Rabbit, Fish, 
Dairy Goat,  
Pheasant, Pigeon, 
Turkey, Goose 

AGRICULTURE 
Development and 
dissemination of improved 
crop varieties and 
agronomic practices. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Development and 
dissemination of improved 
livestock breeds  
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Crop protection. 
2. Production and 
dissemination of user 
friendly outputs. 
3. Conservation and 
management of natural 
resources and promotion 
of alternative sources of 
energy 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Development and 
dissemination of 
pastures and animal 
feed improvement 
techniques.  
2. Production and 
dissemination of user 
friendly outputs.  
3. Livestock protection 
from diseases and 
pests. 
4. Conservation and 
management of natural 
resources 
5. Improved livestock 
husbandry. 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Empowering 
farming 
communities to 
participate in 
research, group 
formation and 
access to markets 
and information. 

2. Post harvest 
handling and 
utilization of farm 
produce 
3. Research on 
various aspects of 
inputs 
4. Research on the 
use of farm 
implements 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Empowering 
farming 
communities to 
participate in 
research, group 
formation and 
access to markets 
and information. 
2. Research on 
various aspects of 
inputs.  
3. Research on 
animal drawn 
power. 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Southern 
[Lindi, Mtwara, 
Tunduru 
District 
(Ruvuma)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Naliendele-
Mtwara 
 

CROPS  
Sesame, Maize, 
Rice, Cassava, 
Sorghum, 
Cashewnut, 
Pigeonpea,  
Groundnut 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Poultry, Goats, 
Cattle 
 

CROPS 
Citrus, Coconut, 
Cowpeas, Sweet 
potatoes, 
Mangoes, 
Pineapple  
 
LIVESTOCK 
Duck, Sheep, 
Guinea fowl 
 

CROPS 
Tomatoes, 
Vegetables, 
Banana, Bambara 
nut, Onions, 
Pawpaw, 
Sugarcane, 
Cocoyam, Yams, 
Okra, Beans, 
Soya beans, 
Finger millet, 
Lablab beans, 
Sisal 
Jatropha, 
Sunflower, Green 
gram 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Donkey 
Dogs 
Swine/pigs 
Cats 
Pigeons 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Identify, improve and 
disseminate improved seed 
crop varieties  
2. Identify and disseminate 
improved technologies for 
control of major diseases 
and pests crops 
3. Identify and verify 
reasons for not adopting 
improved and correct 
agricultural technologies  
4. Continue searching for 
alternative agricultural inputs 
and market system 
5. Identify, improve and 
enhance simple to use 
labour saving technologies 
depending on the 
environment  
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Identify, improve and 
disseminate improved 
livestock breeds. 
2. Identify and recommend 
alternative low cost 
technologies (including 
those for generating energy)
 . 
3. Establish availability of 
livestock inputs and 
dissemination systems and 
recommend for 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Identify, validate and 
recommend appropriate 
land use techniques  
2. Enhance improvement 
for processing and 
packaging of various 
crop products 
3. Identify and enhance 
best methods for drought 
mitigation 
4. Identify soil fertility 
limitations and propose 
ways for improvement 
5. Identify shortcomings 
for post harvest handling 
and recommend ways for 
improvement  
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Observe and identify 
the effects for not 
adopting livestock 
technologies and make 
propositions for 
improvement.  
2. Identify and verify 
livestock feeds and their 
nutrients and make 
suggestions for 
improvement. 
3. Identify and improve 
land use systems for 
livestock keeping. 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Identify and 
improve crop 
market systems  
2. Identify 
relationship and 
communication 
problems amongst 
agricultural 
stakeholders and 
explore ways for 
improvement  
3. Identify and 
recommend ways 
for improving 
access to capital 
(loans) by farmers 
and other 
stakeholders in 
agriculture.  
4. Identify correct 
and sustainable 
system for the 
availability and 
sharing of market 
information on 
crops and propose 
ways for 
improvement.  
5. Realise the 
shortfalls 
embedded in 
existing policies 
about agricultural 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Southern 
[...cont.] 

improvement. 
4. Identify and disseminate 
improved technologies for 
control of livestock diseases 
and pests. 

4. Identify, verify and 
improve existing systems 
for controlling predators. 

development. 
6. Realise the 
reasons for not 
using effectively 
labour saving 
technologies and 
advise 
appropriately.  
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Explore the 
causes of, and 
recommend ways 
for, livestock 
keepers and other 
stakeholders in the 
agricultural sector 
to access loans  
2. Identify, improve 
and disseminate 
processing and 
packaging 
technologies for 
livestock products  
3. Identify and 
conserve 
indigenous genetic 
lines  
4. Identify 
shortcomings of 
existing livestock 
development 
policy(ies) 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Southern 
Highlands 
[Iringa, Mbeya, 
Rukwa, 
Ruvuma] 

Uyole-Mbeya 
(Zonal HQ), 
Kifyulilo-
Mufindi  
 

CROPS  
Maize, Rice  
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous cattle, 
Indigenous 
chickens, 
Indigenous goats 
 
 

CROPS  
Common Beans, 
Wheat, 
Horticultural 
crops (tomatoes, 
onions, and 
various 
vegetable crops), 
Fruit crops, Root 
and tuber crops 
(Irish Potatoes, 
Sweet potatoes, 
Cassava, etc.), 
Sunflower 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Dairy cattle, Pigs 

CROPS  
Pyrethrum, 
Sesame, Plantain, 
Soybean, Cocoa 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous sheep, 
Exotic chickens, 
Donkeys 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Breeding for Improved 
crop varieties 
2. Soil fertility and 
conservation 
3. Use and improvement of 
draft animals and 
technologies 
5. Technology transfer to 
stakeholders  
6. Analysis of markets and 
marketing systems 
7. Analysis of agricultural 
development constraints 
and policies 
8. Strengthen research-
extension-farmer linkages 
9. Improvement of the 
availability of research 
information. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Availability of pastures, 
forages and other livestock 
feeds 
2. Availability of improved 
livestock 
3. Diseases and parasites 
4. Livestock Management 
5. Technology transfer to 
stakeholders 
 

AGRICULTURE,  
LIVESTOCK 
1. Agronomic practices 
under rain fed and 
irrigated farming 
2. Crop protection in the 
field and stores 
3. Processing and 
packaging 
4. Environmental change 
(climate change impacts, 
implications and 
adaptations)1. 
5. Studies on adoption 
and impact of 
technologies. 
6. Analysis of farm 
budget and value chain. 
7. Development of better 
ways of disseminating 
technologies (farmer field 
schools, field days, 
demonstrations, visits, 
study tours on farm 
trials). 
 
 
 

AGRICULTURE, 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Research on 
crops produce 
value addition. 
2. Updating the 
existing Farming 
Systems 
information. 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Western 
[Kigoma, 
Tabora] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tumbi-Tabora CROPS 
Maize, Rice, 
Plantains, 
Cassava, Coffee, 
Beans, Tobacco, 
Groundnuts 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Indigenous 
Cattle: Meat, Milk, 
Hides, Manure 
 

CROPS  
Sorghum, 
Cotton, 
Sunflower, Palm-
oil, Sweet 
potatoes, Ginger, 
Onion, Chick-
peas, 
Sugarcane 
 
LIVESTOCK 
Poultry: Eggs, 
Meat, Manure 
 

CROPS 
Vegetables, 
Avocado, Irish 
potatoes, Green-
gram, Fruits, 
Pineapples, Soya-
beans, Sunflower, 
Mangoes, 
Bambara-nuts, 
Paprika, Moringa 
Spp., Paprika, 
Jatropha    
 
LIVESTOCK 
Pigs: Pork, 
Manure 
 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Controlling pests and 
diseases 
2. Improving soil fertility 
3. Improving crop harvesting 
and storage 
4. Improving crop 
processing 
5. Farm implements and 
their use 
6. Improving crop market 
infrastructure and availability 
of agricultural inputs 
7. Improving agricultural 
extension policies in crops 
and livestock production  
8. Improving water 
harvesting and use of water 
in fields 
9. Improving seed quality 
and producing root crop 
planting materials 
10. Improving cooperatives 
for increasing agricultural 
productivity. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Livestock Genetics: 
Improving genetic potentials 
of indigenous animals in 
order to raise the production 
potential of meat, milk and 
eggs in the farming systems 
and increasing livestock 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Research on ginger 
production 
2. Research on chick pea 
production 
3. Control of pests and 
diseases 
4. Improvement of soil 
fertility 
5. Improvement of crop 
harvesting and storage 
6. Improvement of crop 
processing 
7. Farm implements and 
their uses 
8. Improvement of crop 
market infrastructures 
and availability of 
agricultural inputs  
9. Improvement of 
extension policies and 
extension systems 
10. Improvement of water 
harvesting and water use 
in fields. 
11. Improvement of 
seeds for crop production 
 
LIVESTOCK 
1. Diseases and 
medicines: (a) Uses of 
indigenous medicine for 
treating and controlling 
livestock diseases. (b) 

AGRICULTURE 
1. Research and 
production of new 
crops (mangoes, 
vegetables, fruits, 
sugarcanes, 
soybeans, sesame, 
Bambara-nuts, 
paprika, Moringa 
spp.). 
2. Conservation 
improvement, and 
extension of 
indigenous fruit 
processing 
3. Control of pests 
and diseases 
4. Improvement of 
soil fertility 
5. Improvement of 
crop harvesting 
and storage 
6. Improvement of 
crop processing. 
7. Improvement of 
policies and 
agricultural 
extension systems 
8. Improvement of 
crop market 
infrastructures and 
agricultural inputs 
availability 
9. Improvement of 
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Commodity Research Priorities 
 

Thematic Area Research Priorities  Zones & 
Regional 
Coverage 

Research 
Stations 
(DRD)   

Priority I 
 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

 
Priority I 

 
Priority II 

 
Priority III 

Western 
[… cont.] 
 

resistance to diseases. 
2. Processing: 
Identifying, improving and 
disseminating processing 
technologies of livestock 
products (meat, milk, hides 
and such by-products as 
horns, blood, bones). 
3. Good husbandry of 
livestock: (a) Improving 
livestock structures/sheds 
and of hides/skin storage. 
(b) Livestock feeds: 
Improving the use of 
different sources of livestock 
feeds. (c) Production 
systems of livestock: 
Optimal management 
systems of producing 
indigenous livestock. (d) 
Market: Improvement of 
market systems of livestock 
and its products. 

Effectiveness of various 
drugs to livestock 
diseases  
2. Pasture: Expansion 
and improvement of 
pasture. 
 

policies and 
agricultural 
extension systems 
10. Improvement of 
water harvesting 
and water use in 
fields 
11. Improvement of 
seed systems in 
crop production 
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